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Unrest in
the Police
Dept.

New
venture for
Nicole
Phillip

Deputy Mayor
Kanika Tomalin
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Nicole Phillip

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Nicole Phillip has found a
way to combine her resourcefulness,
business
acumen and creative ingenuity in her new marketing/event-planning venture,
COCO Entertainment.
“I actually have been
doing event planning corporately, and I always loved
planning
events
as
a hobby,” Phillip said,
adding that through her
daytime position at Express
Scripts, a company that allows patients to get prescriptions through the mail,
she has gained much experience planning events on a
corporate level for them.
Artistically driven, the
St. Pete native majored in
music at the Pinellas
County Center for the
Arts at Gibbs High School
before going on to graduate
from USF with a degree in
business management and
marketing. So she decided
to put her passions into motion.
“Just a year ago I decided to take the step and
launch my own business in
event management and
marketing
combined,”
stated Phillip, a single
mother of one.
See COCO, page 6

The Royal Court: L-R, Mitzi Hall, Valentina Boykins, Donna Bean,
Jacquelyn Smith, Delphine Griffin and Alicia Dillard.



BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
This past January marked
30 years that Donna Bean,
owner of Shear Essene
Hair Salon, started one of
the most successful hair
salons in St. Petersburg.
The staying power of
this pint-sized princess is
due to her professionalism, respectfulness, her
loving and kind de-

meanor, and of course,
she is one classy lady but
a force to be reckoned
with when the shears are
in her hands.
Bean has always loved
hair and fashion for as
long as she can remember. She would hold up in
her bedroom cutting Barbie’s hair into trendy hairstyles. Barbie wasn’t
spared the hot curlers or
roller sets either.

“I would be having a
blast and my parents
would be having a fit,” she
giggled as she went down
memory lane.
Hailing from Long Island, N.Y., she came to St.
Petersburg as a blushing
new bride accompanied
by the love of her life,
Allan Bean. Leaving the
safety of her parents’
home, she traveled over
1,200 miles to start a new

life with her husband.
She worked in collections and even as a medical assistant, but neither
job satisfied her soul. She
remembered the good
times she had as a child
styling Barbie’s hair, so
she approached her aunt
named Juliette, who was a
hairstylist, and told her
she was interested in the
field.
See PRINCESS, page 9

Modern-day fairy godmothers
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gathering of Women,
Inc. is holding its 2014
Princess Prom Dress
Drive to help make sure
no young woman goes
without a beautiful gown
for her high school prom.
The nonprofit organization has rented a space
at the Skyway Mall, 4301
34th St. S, to house a varied selection of formal
dresses for young women
who cannot afford them.
All a young woman needs
to do is come in and ask

them to provide a dress
for her.
“It’s that simple,” confirmed Samantha Richardson, president of the
Gathering of Women. “A
young girl came to us one
day and wanted to know
whether she could get a
prom dress,” she said, relating how the annual
drive first began back in
2006, “but she couldn’t afford to buy one. And that’s
what started the drive.
From then on we began to
ask the public to donate
dresses to us to provide to
young women.”
To get the word out to

Samantha Richardson, left, and Ava Deveaux
teens, Richardson and Ava
Deveaux, the secretary of
the organization, have sent
fliers to the principals and
guidance counselors of

high schools in the area.
They’ve also appealed to
local businesses to help
the students out with other
See DRESS, page 12

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mount Zion Progressive
Church, located at 20th St.
S., was a hotbed of activity
last Tues, March 11. Nearly
125 African-American officers, staff and city activists
showed up to shell out their
concerns regarding lack of
promotions, unfair discipline
and disrespect aimed at the
black staff members at the
St. Petersburg Police Department (SPPD).
Assistant Police Chief
Luke Williams outlined the
purpose for the meeting.
The majority of the room
was in agreement that there
is a barrage of issues at
SPPD, primarily concerning
the treatment of African
Americans on staff.
We need to, “be progressive and assure that each
member of this community
is treated with respect and
the dignity that they each deserve,” stated Williams. “I
think in some instances
we’ve fallen a little short in
that area.”
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin, who acted as a gobetween with the community and city hall, was all
ears. The media was not permitted in the room, but
could hear as one-by-one
concerned citizens and staff
members spoke out about
the racial tension between
the black and white personnel, which they believe increased under former
Mayor Bill Foster’s tenure.
“Because of the prior administration there are some
people that actually have
been doing things that may
See UNREST, page 3
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Letter to the Editor

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental engagement
by 100 percent
How? By developing a mutual respectful relationship
One of the most beneficial aspects of
teaching is building positive relationships with parents. Effective parent and
teacher communication is essential for a
teacher to be successful. A good relationship between parents and teacher is invaluable towards maximizing the time
that the teacher has with that student.
Parents, you must take the first step and
do not wait for the teacher!
Let the child see that you have a
good relationship with the teacher
A child who knows that the teacher
communicates on a regular basis with
their parents and who knows that their
parents trust the teacher will likely put
more effort into school. Likewise, a student who knows that the teacher rarely
or never communicates with their parents and/or their parents do not trust the
teacher will often pit the two against each
other. That is counterproductive and will
create a serious breach in the parentteacher relationship.
Join the Parent Support for Education

Council, this Sat., March 22 at The
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd St. S., St.
Petersburg, for Summit #10.
Number #10 is designed to stimulate
discussion and find solutions on how to
reverse the negative outlook on fatherhood.
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves
as President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and Chairman,
JWB South County Community Council,
and may be contacted at mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30pm, Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource
Center), to the right and adjacent to
church. The community is welcome.

Dear Editor,
Reference is made to
the Letter to the Editor
written by Goliath J. Davis ,
III, Ph.D and published in
your February 27, 2014 edition addressing the acquisition, rehab and rental/sale
of properties in Midtown
by St. Petersburg City
Council member Karl
Nurse.
I applaud Dr. Davis for
his authoritative statement
about a concern I have
raised several times, including in public meetings
where former City Council
Chair Nurse was present.
In my professional judgment, this matter warrants
legal and ethical review, as
well as public comment.
Such guidance will dispel
any hint of impropriety on
the part of a compassionate
elected official and successful businessman in our
community.
Here is why I feel so
strongly that this matter
should be resolved by
means of a legal opinion.
Several years ago, I was
hired as the Executive Director of a local housing
and neighborhood revitalization nonprofit organization that worked in close
partnership with the City of
St. Petersburg. Two management-level employees
from the City’s housing department served on the
nonprofit’s Board of Directors. Funds were provided
to the nonprofit through
this department and contracts between both entities
were monitored by these

employees.
The department helped
select general contractors
and provided financing to
eligible borrowers working
through the nonprofit. At
the same time that the employees were providing
governance to the nonprofit, however, the City’s
housing department operated programs and offered
services that were similar
to, and in some instances,
were the exact same as the
nonprofit. They were funders, overseers and business
competitors.
It
appeared to me that this
was a clear conflict of interest.
When this matter was
brought to the attention of
the City’s legal department,
the City decided to err on
the side of caution. The
two employees in question
were advised to resign immediately from the nonprofit’s Board of Directors
and they did. Their resignations did not end their
working relationship with
the nonprofit, however, nor
did it damage personal relationships. It merely corrected
a
problematic
situation.
In this instance, there
was never a question of
anyone using their position
for personal gain. It was
simply a matter of clearing
up a situation where there
was potential conflict of interest or the appearance of
conflict of interest, even if
no damages had been
proven.
I do not voice my con-

Imam Askia
Muhammad Aquil
cerns to question Karl’s
motives, impugn his character, or prevent him from
using his personal resources to help improve an
area that sorely needs it.
My objective is to insure
that the highest level of integrity is maintained at all
times by city officials and
employees in the performance of their duties. I also,
I believe it is critical that
government works to level
the playing field by empowering those who seek to
make a positive contribution, especially if that involvement is essential to
sustainable reclamation of
depressed
areas
and
blighted properties.
Revitalization of sections of Midtown and south
St. Petersburg presents
ripe investment opportunities at the same time that it
will attract unscrupulous
business practices. Why
not exercise caution and at
least clear the air?
Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil
(727) 235-1416
Askia.aquil@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership with
The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
Fathers are often devalued and portrayed in a
negative light; however, a
growing number of fathers are stepping up to
assume their God ordained role in the family
unit. We celebrate these
fathers who are engaged
in their fatherly roles. Fathers, we know that your
children will succeed because of you.
This award is not a
contest;
rather
the
purpose of the award is to
celebrate parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults.
While encountering many
challenges, these parents
continue to be engaged in
all aspects of their children’s lives.
Congratulation
DADS!!

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org
Timothy Sutton,
father of two

Al Jackson,
father of four

Arnell Bell,
father of one

Antonio Jones,
father of three

Race relations and the SPPD
From UNREST , page 1

not necessarily been within
their purview,” said Williams
who believes it is still continuing today. “Unfortunately
as African-American supervisors and managers sometimes we get ostracized; we
get backstabbed, and get
people that stop going
through the chain of command.”
Those in attendance
spoke out about the interim
Chief of Police David DeKay,
who in January of this year
was appointed as successor
to retired Chief Chuck Harmon, and his alleged inability to straighten out the
internal strife. Complaints
ranged from black officers
feeling as if they are held to
different standards than
their white counterparts,
both on the job and when
disciplinary action is taken,
to a lack of communication
with regards to high-ranking
African-Americans being left
out of the loop.
But the biggest outrage
discussed at the meeting
was the deficit in promotions
among the African-American
population in the department. With Chief DeKay announcing plans to appoint
four officers to the ranks of
sergeant and one to lieutenant next month, AfricanAmericans on the staff are
confident they will be overlooked again.
In February, roughly 530
officers were on active duty
according to St. Petersburg
police. Of those, 400 are
white, with 59 ranking as sergeant or above, while some
75 officers are black, with 17
reporting for higher duty
each day. And although the
percentage scale tips in favor
of African-Americans the
group wants to know why
during the last cycles of promotions no African Americans were considered.
“Unfortunately last time
we had promotions there
was no African-American
representation,” said Major
Matthew McKinney. “We’ve
had extremely qualified,
well-abled African-American
females that should have and
could have been promoted.”
But the written test to advance isn’t being taken by
the majority of African-Americans on the squad. Of the
estimated 100 officers who
sat for the test, only six were
black. And of the 36 overall
being considered for sergeant, there are only three.
They are ranked 22nd, 30th,
and 32nd on the list. For the

lieutenant position, the highest-ranking African-American officer is ranked fifth.
But after listening to the
data of where the eligible
African-Americans fall on the
list, Tomalin didn’t say what
the group members wanted
to hear.
“If it’s an issue with the
way the results came out, if
we’re good with the test, but
not good with the outcome,
that’s not a reason to hold up
promotions,” she said explaining that halting the
naming of new sergeants
and a lieutenant will also
postpone the hiring of a new
chief of police. Something
that the African-American
community dearly wants to
see happen.
But as the night continued and after nearly 90 minutes of discussion Tomalin
had heard what she needed
to hear. Speaker after
speaker accused the police
union (PBA) of holding all
the power and running the
police department and soon
they turned on newly elected
Mayor Kriseman, wondering when he was going to
step up. As Tomalin urged
the crowd for their support
with only 45 days in office
under their belt, harsh
words echoed throughout
the room.
Chimurenga
Waller,
president of the Internationals People’s Democratic
Uhuru Movement is pushing for Williams to be the
new chief of police, citing he
was brought in under the
wing of former Deputy
Mayor Goliath Davis. Waller
wasn’t willing to buy what
the deputy mayor was selling alluding to the history of
St. Petersburg as his catalyst
for action.
“We have to say this is
what we want,” said Waller,
“and if you say no to that,
then we need to make sure
consequences come about
as a result.”

Others spoke out, some
calmly, some with passion, a
few with vehemence. The
point became clear. The
African-American community within the police department demanded their
grievances be heard. So due
to tensions that have been
mounting for decades,
Tomalin made a decision
that calmed the room and
pacified some of the outspoken.
“Just the fact that this
issue makes our community
feel as disrespected and contentious as it does, given the
long history of being pummeled with race relations as
it relates to our police department, these promotions cannot happen,” she said to a
crowd of cheers and applause. Tomalin continued to
praise Kriseman and his efforts toward equality in the
community, his goal of a
seamless city, and asked for
patience.
“We shouldn’t draw false
boundaries and mount up
against the man who has our
best interest,” she urged.
Kriseman was not in attendance, but issued a statement
concerning
the
allegations toward the promotion process in the SPPD,
officially delaying pending
promotions until an independent review can be
made.
His stance on the issue
was made clear in his correspondence, “Neither misconduct
nor
baseless
allegations will be tolerated
by my administration,”
Kriseman wrote.
So for now, the promotions are put on hold and all
parties await a solution to the
alleged
race
relations
amongst the SPPD personnel and a clearer idea of the
promotions process within.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Borrowing basics: How credit
decisions are made
Today’s column is the fifth in a series
of articles providing up-to-date tips and
reports which will help a family prepare
a reasonable, affordable financial plan
with a goal of achieving financial freedom.
The Four Cs of Credit Decision Making: When you apply for credit, the lender
will review the “Four Cs” to decide
whether you are a good credit risk, or in
other words, whether you are likely to
pay back the loan. The “Four Cs” are capacity, capital, character, and collateral.
Capacity refers to your present and
future ability to meet your payments.
Capital refers to the value of your assets and net worth.
Character refers to how you have
paid your bills or debts in the past.
Collateral refers to property or assets
offered to secure the loan.
Generally, in order to determine your
capacity, a lender will be interested in
knowing that you have held the same job
or same type of job for at least a year.
When you ask for credit, the lender is
going to want to know how much money
you make each month and what your
monthly expenses are. A bank or credit
union will compare the amount you owe
and your other monthly expenses with
your monthly income. This is called a
debt-to-income ratio. It helps determine
how much money you can afford to borrow.
In evaluating your capital, a lender
will ask how much money you have in
your checking and savings accounts, if
you own a home, if you have investments
or other assets (for example, a car).
Lenders want to determine the value of
your assets, which are things you own
that have financial value. Lenders will
also compare the difference between the
value of your assets and the amount of
debt you have, which is defined as your
net worth. A positive net worth demonstrates your ability to manage your
money.
In order to assess whether you have
paid your bills or debts in the past, which
is the character aspect of the “Four Cs”,
a lender will want to know if you had

credit in the past. If you have a good
credit history of repaying your other
loans, you will have an easier time getting
your loan request approved. If you have
never had a credit account, you may have
difficulty getting approved for a loan.
Having a good credit history shows a
lender you can borrow money responsibly. In some cases, lenders may let you
prove this without a credit history. They
might ask for proof that you pay your rent
and utility and phone bills on time or that
you make regular deposits to a savings
account. Other examples of alternative
(nontraditional) ways to show a creditor
that you are a good credit risk may include: insurance premium payments, payments of medical gills, payments for
school tuition, childcare payments, payments of personal loans (documented by
a written loan agreement and canceled
checks). Some lenders will consider nontraditional credit, others will not.
A lender will ask if you have ever: filed
for bankruptcy, had any outstanding judgments, had property repossessed or foreclosed upon, made late payments. If you
answer yes to any of these questions, you
will likely have more difficulty getting approved for a loan. However, in your discussions with a lender you will be able to
explain what happened. Depending on
your circumstances, a lender might be
willing to approve your loan request.
Financial institutions will use credit
reports to obtain character information.
If you need guidance and support in
building or rebuilding your credit, there
are opportunities available to you. Neighborhood Home Solutions offers free services which include Financial Fitness
classes and one-on-one credit counseling.
NHS is a 501(c) 3 non-profit HUD-certified housing counseling organization. All
services are provided free of charge. Partners include the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Finance
Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development
and the City of St. Petersburg. The Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation’s Money
Smart was a source for this article.
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Project Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc., Theta Eta
Lambda Chapter

L-R, Brother Charley Williams, Brother Jack Fletcher, Brother Michael
Hughes, President of Theta Eta Lambda Chapter, Brother Malcolm Butler
and student participants. Submitted: Brother Ron Sheehy
Project Alpha, Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.,
Theta Eta Lambda Chapter
ST. PETERSBURG —
Project Alpha was developed to assist AfricanAmerican teenage boys in
south St. Petersburg to realize their full potential.
The program has been in
existence for over 22
years, and while many
community leaders have
contributed their time, the
program has been sustained and nurtured under
the able leadership of
Charley Williams and
Willie Felton, two experienced educational administrators in the area.

Students from area
schools, grades 8 -11, are
recommended by guidance counselors to the directors of the program.
These students are then
invited to attend Saturday
morning sessions for 8-10
weeks beginning in February.
The topics include:
“How I made it” biographical sketches by community professionals, school
survival tips, developing
educational goals and values, how to handle bullying, sexual education for
teens, problem solving in
“real life” situations, building self-esteem, anger
management and conflict

resolution, and dealing
with authority.
The program culminates in a weekend field
trip to places of historical
and educational interest.
Last year the participants
visited Washington, D.C. If
participants are accepted
to college they compete
for scholarships awarded
by the Fraternity.
In addition, alumni of
the program, who are still
in school, are invited to return for certain sessions
on Saturday for reinforcement and additional mentoring. The program is
funded by the Theta Eta
lambda Alpha Foundation.

Academy Prep 5th graders
visit Canterbury
ST. PETERSBURG —
When students join the
Academy Prep family in
the fifth grade, they enjoy
numerous extra benefits.
The fifth graders take part
in special Inner City Outing field trips that involve
biking and canoeing, learn
about healthy lifestyles
through our Fit Families
activities, go on an
overnight camping trip
and gain an extra edge as
they compete in sports at
the middle school level.
Of course, like all students at Academy Prep,
fifth graders enjoy small,
single-gender classes and
a focus on character development.
Academy Prep’s fifth
graders also benefit from a
partnership with Canter-

bury School of Florida.
Canterbury’s
Costeau
Center for Marine Sciences has an excellent
program that they share
with the students at Academy Prep. Earlier this
year, the boys and girls
classes visited Canterbury
for hands-on marine science learning after completing interactive classes
via Skype. Together, Can-

terbury and Academy
Prep students created a
model of Florida estuaries
using edible products and
were taught about aquaculture of redfish.
Academy Prep is now
accepting 5th and 6th
grade students. Call 727322-0800
or
visit
http://academyprep.org/
stpete/ to apply.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority celebrates
National Women’s History Month
ST. PETERSBURG —
Each year, March is designated as National Women’s
History Month to ensure
that the history of American
women will be recognized
and celebrated in communities throughout the country.
The ladies of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. are pleased to announce
it has selected four women to
receive the 2014 Pearls of
Service Award in honor of
Women’s History Month.
The celebration will culminate at 6:30 p.m. Tues.,
March 25 at Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. in
St. Petersburg. The event is
free and open to the public.
The 2014 Pearls of Service Award is an excellent opportunity to showcase
extraordinary women in the
community as pioneering
role models who are blazing
new trails in their field of
work. Among those who will
be honored and receive special recognition for their accomplishments include:
Dr. Kanika Tomalin,
Deputy Mayor, City of St. Petersburg
Delphinia Davis, Chairman, St. Petersburg Housing
Authority Board
Lounell Britt, Executive
Director, James B. Sanderlin
Center
Angela Rouson, Board

Angela Rouson

Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Lounell Britt

Delphinia Davis

Member, Juvenile Welfare
Board
The recognition program
will commence with a meet
and greet reception at 6:30
p.m. followed by introductions of the 2014 Pearls of
Service honorees.
For more information,
visit www.zuochapter.org or
call 727-637-8738.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is the oldest Greek-letter organization established in
America by black women and
was founded on Jan. 15, 1908,
at Howard University. Led by
International President Carolyn House Stewart, the organization connects thousands
of college-trained women who
give of themselves to support
community service projects
and scholarship programs.

YWCA Community Conversation
to feature Dr. Bernard LaFayette, Jr.
ST. PETERSBURG –
YWCA Tampa Bay will hold
a Community Conversation
featuring Dr. Bernard
LaFayette, Jr., on Monday,
March 31 at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. Refreshments will be served at 5:30
p.m., followed by the program from 6-8 p.m. The
event is free and open to the
public. Seating is limited.
Tampa native, longtime
civil rights leader and authority on nonviolent social
change, LaFayette is the coauthor of the book “In Peace
and Freedom: My Journey in
Selma,” which details his directorship of the Alabama
Voter Registration Project in
Selma and subsequent historic Selma-to-Montgomery
marches.
LaFayette is recognized
as an authority on strategies

for nonviolent social change
and one of the leading advocates of nonviolent direct action in the world. He was a
senior fellow at the University of Rhode Island, where
he helped to found the Center for Nonviolence and
Peace Studies. The Center
promotes nonviolence education using a curriculum
based on the principles and
methods of Martin Luther
King, Jr. He is Distinguished
Senior Scholar-in-Residence
at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in
Atlanta and the Chair of the
National Board of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC).
LaFayette will relate his
experiences as one of the primary organizers of the
Selma voting rights movement and perspectives on the
struggle for black equality in
the 20th century, as well as

Dr. Bernard
LaFayette, Jr.
the importance of nonviolent
education in today’s society.
About Community Conversations
Established in 2013 by
YWCA Tampa Bay, the Community Conversations series is
intended to promote dialogue
and discussion about a variety
of racial and social justice
subjects, with the objectives of
enhancing understanding,
promoting healing and energizing the community.
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Young female entrepreneur, Nicole Phillip
From COCO, page 1

The company does a
plethora of events including
weddings, corporate meetings and conferences, social
events, celebrations, birthdays, showers, graduations,
theme events and anniversaries. It also handles promotions for concerts,
fashion shows and even
spoken word poetry.
“There are a lot of spoken word artists here,”
Phillip asserted, “and I love
poetry and spoken word because it allows individuals
to express themselves
while
using
rhymes,
whether it be social, political or just anything.”
Since she doesn’t feel
there are many places for
such artists to showcase
their poetry in conjunction
with other happenings,
Phillip said COCO Entertainment has begun an
event called “Now That’s
Funny” where poetry, comedy and live music all come
together.
“We actually had our
first one downtown in November of last year,” Phillip
stated. “So to encourage
artists to come out and mix
it with live jazz and singing
makes it more exciting.
They’re incorporated into
one experience.”
The next “Now That’s
Funny” is coming up in
April, Phillip confirmed,
adding that the artists are
hand-picked and have performed at various local venues. In addition to events
such as “Now That’s
Funny,” her company
has kicked off Lunch
and Learn, a monthly hour-

long event where people
can meet and discuss a
topic of choice, such as how
to raise funds for your nonprofit.
“Coming up will be how
to prevent foreclosure and
actively save your home,”
Phillip said of the next
Lunch and Learn. “It’s
going to be presented by
different individuals in the
community.”
And COCO Entertainment is certainly involved in
contributing to the community, as Phillip said one
of the most rewarding
events was when her company was honored to be one
of the recipients of the MLK
Day of Service Award.
“We put on a health fair
along with a family fun day,”
she explained, “where we
had a lot of local organizations come out like Youfit,
ASAP [AIDS Service Association of Pinellas] and One
Blood. We had free food,
bounce houses, a teen
forum and we had the local
radio station 95.7 join us at
the Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ.”
Indeed, the creative side
of planning an event, however big or small, is something the 27 year old loves,
and it all begins with a
spark.
“I like to have just the
idea—you’re in the shower,
you’re driving or you see a
social event—and then a
thought bursts,” she said.
“And to actually walk
through the planning and
see it transform on the day
of, that’s what I really love
about it.”

The toughest things
about event planning?
“Sticking
to
your
budget!” she said with a
laugh. “Also, everything
doesn’t always go how you
planned, so you have to go
with Plan A, B, C, etc.”
But Phillip welcomes a
challenge, as when some
events require striking a
balance between a professional atmosphere and a
full-blown party.
“Previously on my job, I
helped plan an employee
recognition
corporate
event,” she said. “It was a
mixture of award presentations, singing, food and fun
all while being professional.” One of the toughest
things to do during this
event, she admitted, was to
keep things fun yet still
maintain a professional
decorum.
Phillip said her company can also market for
small and corporate businesses by providing promotional materials such as
fliers, banners and even tshirts. She added that her
expert team, which includes Nina McCullough,
specializes in graphic and
website design, and believes in a hands on approach.
“We like to walk the
clients through the process
to ensure that it’s exactly
what they imagined,” she
said. “A lot of times people
want a website and they’ll
go to companies and pay an
expensive amount and in a
day or two the company will
say, ‘Here’s your end product.’ But we like to make

sure that the customer is involved.”
Phillip
maintained
that her company prides itself on taking clients’ ideas
and transforming them into
what the clients themselves
ultimately visualize, working with them every step of
the way.
“There are businesses
and music artists that like
to be involved in the
process, whether it be the
creation of the ideas or implementing the ideas,” she
said.
One of these clients
is recording artist J.E.
White, who has her official
album release Mar. 29 at
Bethel Community Baptist
Church. In promoting such
artists, Phillip said she explores various marketing
avenues to get the word out
like radio, print advertisement and social media.
“Then there’s talking to
the locations, making sure
the artist has the room
availability,” Phillip explained. “If there’s any additional artists, we make sure
everyone is in the place and
in the position they need to
be. On the day of, the artist
is maybe experiencing
nervousness and anxiety
and that’s not the day for
that artist to handle issues.
That’s where we come in.”
Phillip said that her
company draws strength
from the fact that it is multifaceted rather than a business that does only one
thing and may consequently be stuck in the
niche.
“We have fresh and cre-

ative ideas that we can
bring to the table because
we know artists, we have
the marketing, we’ve made
connections and have been
in events,” she stressed.
With so many projects,
Phillip certainly keeps busy
in the professional world
and with her home life.
When her mother Clara Legions suffered a stroke five
years ago and needed full
time care, Phillip counted
that as a watershed moment for her.
“It was one of the more
groundbreaking moments
in my life. It allowed me to
look at the things that I’m
doing in my life and making
a real impact on others,”
she affirmed. “I take care of

my little brother and sister,
and have become more
than just a sister but a
parental guidance to them.”
Through it all, she feels
blessed to do what she
loves and would encourage
everyone to follow suit.
“Live your passion,” she
insists. “I love my full-time
job, but there are things
that we’re created to do in
life and to share with people, and I don’t want to go
through life not doing
them.”
Contact Nicole Phillip
at (727) 656-4576 or cocoentevents@gmail.com
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Reverend Father Ernest F. Ross III goes home
The Reverend Father
Ernest F. Ross III, 57 of St.
Petersburg went to be with
his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ February 13, 2014.
Born January 29, 1957
in Cape May Court House,
N.J, Ernest graduated from
Middle Township High
School in 1975. He attended Grove City College
in Pennsylvania for two
years. He worked in his
hometown of Whitesboro,
N.J. with his father the late
Ernest F. Ross Jr. in the
family commercial business, Ross Refrigeration.
He moved to Florida in
the early 1980s where he
held various positions as a
refrigeration technician
and salesman. After becoming fully aware that his
life had become unmanageable, he attended a
year-long Christ centered
recovery program at Open
Homes Fellowship in Orlando. He would later be in
service as a leader in the
Overcomers Regeneration
Program and on the Worship Team.
Ernest was assistant
pastor at Life Temple
Church of Deliverance in
Jacksonville. He was dea-

con and assistant pastor at
the church of the Holy
Comforter in Sanford under
the Reverend Father Mark
Barth. He was ordained
deacon and later priest in
the International Communion Charismatic Episcopal
Church. He was a part of
The Society of St. Dismas
under the leadership of the
late Bishop Frank Constantine in Orlando.
Ernest was then appointed to serve in the
Chaplaincy Program in St.
Petersburg. He became
the pastor of the Church of
The Devine Restoration in
St. Petersburg for seven
years before illness caused
him to resign. He then
went on to become associate pastor and program director at Solid Rock
Christian Church also in
St. Petersburg until his
passing.
Ernest was a true “Soldier of the Cross” always
seeking God’s will and carrying out God’s word for
his people. He worked tirelessly serving many disadvantaged people of all
circumstances. He was a
humanitarian, a friend to all
and he always had a smile

 


 


Courtesy of

on his face. He will be
missed dearly.
He leaves to cherish his
memory his devoted wife
of 25 years, Gladys Lee
Ross of St. Petersburg,
whom he met at a Christian Prison Ministries Banquet; his son Ernest F.
Ross IV of Pennsylvania;
beloved and devoted
daughter Hope Pearl Ross
of St. Petersburg and three
grandchildren Elias, Marlee and Aaleeyah.
He is preceded in death
by his father the late
Ernest F. Ross Jr. of

Whitesboro, N.J. and his
sister Maxine E. Ross
Stewart of Orlando.
He is survived by his
mother Anita M. Ross of
Ft. Washington, Md., three
sisters: Pearline Ross of
Mays
Landing,
N.J.,
Juanita J. Ross Washington
of Ashburn, Va. and Tanya
Menefee of Ft. Washington, Md.
The funeral was Feb.
22. Condolences and cards
may be sent to: Mrs.
Ernest Ross, 3401 37th St.
S., Apt. 5, St. Petersburg,
FL 33711.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

727-244-2940

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)

20% OFF
ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
(Offer expires May 6, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Literacy Fest, huge success!
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Friends of Johnson
Branch Library couldn’t
have asked for a more
beautiful day last Saturday
when they hosted the 4th
Annual James Weldon
Johnson Literacy Fest held
behind the library located
at 1059 18th Ave. S.
The library grounds
were booming with activity
from 10 - 4 p.m. Complete
with bouncy houses, free
books for the children, face
painting, karate exhibitions
and even a hula-hoop contest, the little ones were
surely entertained. The
older crowd had a chance
to sit back, relax and take in
live performances by local
artists such as the Lakewood High School Jazz Ensemble.
The festival is put on
each year to promote literacy and to get children involved and exposed to the
library. It also strives each
year to introduce the neighborhood to the library and
its resources.
One such activity, which
also happens to be a yearly
tradition, is the Walk
for Reading. Families could
be seen joined together
marching around the library and the Enoch Davis
Center wearing special tshirts and repeating every
word Friends of Johnson
Branch Library member
Kevin Johnson called over
a megaphone.
According to Johnson,
just a few years ago the

neighborhood library was
nothing but an old room in
the Enoch Davis Center.
Uninviting and basically
just housing books, it was
nothing to be proud about
and definitely not a place
residents flocked.
“It was a room,” Coney
agreed. “It wasn’t used as
much as they thought it
should be.”
So the city planned to
shut it down citing budget
cuts. Instead, President of
the Friends of Johnson
Branch Library Ernie
Coney and Johnson devised a plan. They created a
petition and put in the leg
work getting enough signatures to save the library.
They pushed for a standalone building for the
neighborhood and formed
the Friends of Library
Group.
“In black neighborhoods, a lot of libraries are
housed with other facilities,” Johnson explained.
“We realized that we had to
raise the library focal
point.”
Now a decade later,
Coney and Johnson are still
striving to bring the community together in reaching the common goal of
higher education for the
neighborhood children.
“African-American community libraries suffer from
low usage,” Johnson said
connecting it to the days of
segregation when, “many
black people were not allowed in libraries.”
But today both Coney
and Johnson, along with
the other members of the

Friends of Johnson Branch
Library, are unified in their
vision to annihilate the old
way of thinking in the
African- American neighborhoods and instead endeavor
to
build
a
community set on increasing the awareness of a quality education.
The Friends of the
Johnson Branch Library
presented this year’s Community Service Award to
Shabazz Rogers for being a
“teacher, mentor, role
model, volunteer, comic relief man and even Santa
clause for the community
children.”
“There is nothing more
rewarding than being recognized for what you do in
the community especially
with the children. All I can
really say is thank you for
recognizing the hard work
done and I hope to be
around another 20 years,”
Rogers said.
Vendors from area businesses and organizations
took part in this event with
displays of crafts, paintings,
jewelry and more. Academy Prep and University
Prep Academy showed up
to give out information and
answer questions on their
schools’ current open enrollment periods. Mayor
Rick
Kriseman
even
stopped by to enjoy the festivities.
If you missed the fun
this year, next year promises to be even bigger with
more entertainment, vendors, food and of course,
books!

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Princess Donna and her Royal Court
From PRINCESS , page 1

Well, Aunt Juliette could
plainly see that she was
meant for the profession
with her sometimes gold,
green and blonde tresses.
She encouraged Bean to go
for it, and she did never
looking back.
Graduating from Wilfred Academy of Hair and
Beauty Culture in 1980, she
went on to apprentice with
William Bennett III, or Dr.
Frogue as he is most commonly known, until 1984.
“That’s when I stepped
out,” said Bean, “which was
definitely not the plan. It
was my husband’s bright
idea.”
Bean’s push out of the
nest was one of the best
things that could have happened to her early career.
She went on to work for
Salon Dejon, a predominately Caucasian nine station salon that was located
inside and around the back
of the Holiday Inn Hotel on
34th Street South.
“In that particular time
in my career it was very
scary. I felt a little alone
only because there was no
one there to guide me, and
I was extremely busy because of word of mouth,”
Bean explained.
The salon sat in the mist
of three top business offices: Allstate Insurance
was next door, Florida
Power and Electric was in
the front of the salon and
the State of Florida had a
three-story building in the
back.
Bean hadn’t planned on
working 24 hour days, but
it sometimes happened.
“The most wonderful
thing about it all was the patience of my husband who
used to wait for me,” said
Bean. “The moral support
was priceless. When two
people are working for the
same goal, it affords the opportunity to lay a good
foundation.”
When Salon Dejon
closed its doors, her husband spoke with the hotel
manager about renting a
space in the same building.
They were offered a totally
renovated area that accommodated her needs perfectly.
Bean was allowed to
pick out the carpet and she
chose blue. She had previously purchased white
Greek statues and columns
from a salon in Clearwater.
And with that, her salon
was reminiscent of a Greek
Island along the Mediterranean.
Mulling over the name
Donna’s Boutique, she decided to go with Shear
Essence because she didn’t
want first time customers to
only schedule appointments with the name on the
building.
So on her grandmother’s birthday—January
17,
1984—this
diminutive diva opened the
doors to her new salon with
only her aunt Juliet
Franklin by her side. A year
later her sister-in-law Mitzi
Hall joined the team, and
then came Carla and Cynthia.
And the rest, as they
say, is history. Princess
Donna has carved out a career that most stylists can
only dream of. She and her
salon have been featured in
several magazines such as
“Ebony,” “Jet,” “Essence”
and “Shop Talk.”
She has worked for
world-renown
manufactures such as Alberto Culver who manufactured
Alberto VO5, TRESemmé,
Just For Me, St. Ives, Soft &
Beautiful, Nexus and TBC
just to name a few. She was

also the platform artist for
Motions for over a decade.
Let’s not overlook the
celebrities she has made
beautiful. For instance,
Theresa Randle of “The Natalie Cole Story” and “Malcolm X” fame; the wife of
former defensive lineman
Refrigerator Perry from the
Chicago Bears and several
people in commercials.
Bean has also held
many hair shows with marvelous fashions. “I love
fashion. Seeing people all
dressed up is something
that I admire. It was my
way to give back and we
had a lot of fun. I would
make sure the models had
a sit down breakfast and
lunch that was catered by
my friend Tammy Moore
and her mom. Hotel rooms
were provided and a prehair and fashion show
dance was always held. I
wanted to make sure I
treated the models well and
show over the top appreciation,” said the Princess.
Bean entertained the
masses over an 11 year
time frame, but she wants
everyone to know that she
didn’t do it all on her own.
She’d like to thank some of
the stylists: Angela Rodriguez, Angela Williams,
Fatima, Freda, Robin from
Atlanta,
April
Cazzi,
Tomeka Oliver, Laurie Atwater, Faith, Ann Biggs, Andrew, Stanley, Tyrone, Islot
and Beatrice.
“Thanks to you all for
making Shear Essence
your choice. And to anyone
else I may have forgotten or
accidently overlooked,” she
said.
In the 1990s, the decision was made to relocate
to a building Bean could
purchase. She had seen her
current shop for years and
never paid much attention
to it. One day she and her
husband looked inside, and
they were sold.
They had to maintain
two buildings for over a
year until the former veterinary hospital was transformed into a working
salon.
“It was hard but God
made it all possible. We
moved by faith,” said the
soft-spoken natural beauty.
Moving, however, is
never easy. The entire staff:
Bunny, Val, Dee Dee, Juliet,
Mitzi and Alicia worked
until close at the old salon
one particular Saturday
night, and then moved
everything over to the new
place. They settled in and
unpacked and were open
for business by Tuesday.
Fortunately, the old
shop and the current building are less than a mile
apart. Standing next to
Church’s Chicken, 3425
22nd Ave S. has been the
Princess’ castle since 1995.
In 2009, Bean basically
retired to spend more time
with her ailing husband
who passed away in 2011.
“Life is a blessing,” she
said. “I have wonderful
memories of a great life together.”
Nowadays this Princess
is enjoying semi-retirement
while she continues to promote healthy hair care. Her
advice for up and coming
hairstylist is to build a substantial clientele and then
set out for independency
“because it’s scary with
clientele, I couldn’t imagine
it without one.”
She also warns young
people to be consistent in
their service, and to find a
location with plenty of parking.
You have probably seen
Princess Donna zipping
around on her bicycle all

over town. Fair or foul
weather, she will not miss a
day of exercise. You can
find her on Sunday mornings at Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church where
Wayne
C.
Reverend
Genereux presides.
“After 30 years, I’m still
in the game and scoring. I
would like to send goodness and prosperity to
everyone who was affiliated
with us; it’s been a fabulous
experience,” she finished.
The Court of Princess
Donna
Mitzi Hall
Diva-in-waiting, Mitzi
Hall has been in the
Princess’ Court for almost
the whole 30 years.
A native of Bermuda,
this third generation stylist
came to Florida by way of
New York.
Like her sister-in-law,
the Princess, Hall has a loving and kind demeanor and
is the upmost professional.
Coming from a background
in corporate America, her
professionalism complemented the newly established salon; therefore, she
was beckoned to the court
to be an office manager.
However, it wasn’t long
before she decided to become a stylist. She graduated from the cosmetology
program at Pinellas Technical Education Center
(pTEC) and started taking
clients of her own.
Under the tutelage of
the princess and her aunt,
she quickly became a seasoned stylist well beyond
her years behind the chair.
She feels the most exciting
thing about doing hair
nowadays is that women
are embracing their natural
hair more and are coming
into the salon with a healthy
head of virgin hair.
“Princess Donna has
taught me so much, and I
love the salon. When I retire, it will be from Shear
Essence,” Hall proclaimed.
If you can’t find Hall in
the salon, you’ll probably
find her in her garden. She
also enjoys boating, theme
parks, home décor and
spoiling her grandchildren.
Delphine Griffin (Dee
Dee)
Starting at a young age
styling French rolls, this
1989 graduate of Gibbs
High School decided to enroll at pTEC to obtain a cosmetology license.
She caught the eye of
the Princess Donna while
performing in a hair show
hosted by the students. She
saw character in this up and
coming hairstylist and
knew that she would fit into
the Royal Court well.
Well, it was hard to miss
Griffin since she was
dressed in bell-bottoms,
platform shoes and had
vinyl LPs hanging from her
outfit. And after 20 years of
employment at Shear
Essence, Griffin still comes
in with eye-catching outfits.
“This salon was so
pretty at the Holiday Inn,
and I fell in love with the atmosphere,” she said
Outside of work, Griffin
has her hands full taking
care of her elderly father
and selling Mary Kay Cosmetics and prepaid legal
services.
For people thinking
about a career as a cosmetologist, Griffin points out
that they must work well
with the public.
“I have always been real
with the client and that has
worked for me,” she said.
Griffin attends First Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church where Pastor Wallace Elliott presides. In her
spare time she enjoys at-

Dennis Taylor is in the middle of remodeling
Sheer Essence to make it fit for a princess.
tending workshops and of
course being a diva-in-waiting at Shear Essence.
Valentina Boykins
Styling has always been
a passion of Valentina
Boykins. The Boca Ciega
graduate decided to enroll
at pTEC and received her
cosmetology license in
1995.
This mother of two has
been a member of Princess
Donna’s Royal Court for almost two decades, and
feels as if the other divas-inwaiting are her sisters because they are such a
happy family.
You can find Boykins
and her small family worshiping Sundays at the
Pinellas
Community
Church where Pastor Mark
Canfield watches over his
flock.
What advice does she
have for new stylists? She
encourages them to stay focused and to stay true to
the hair if it really is their
passion.
Jacquelyn Smith
The next member of the
Royal Court, Jacquelyn
Smith, prides herself on her
creativity when it comes to
styling hair. She graduated
high school from Northeast
and then from Lorraine’s
Beauty Academy in 1995.
She soon became a member of the Sheer Essence

team.
“I love being a stylist because it is a very flexible job
and I can set my own hours
and scheduled things
around my family life. I also
enjoy the interaction between the stylist and the
client. Sometimes you can
build everlasting friendships,” Smith said.
This mother of three can
be found in the pews of the
20th Street Church of Christ
where Brother Robert E.
Smith is the pastor.
In her free time, Smith
enjoys shopping, sewing
and anything that involves
creativity. Her advice to the
upstart stylist is to find a
veteran stylist that will mentor them. Also, to take a lot
of classes to keep their
minds focused on their career.
Alicia Dillard
And last but not least in
the Royal Court is Alicia
Dillard. From Barbie dolls
to little cousins, from as
young as 13 years old, Dillard has been cutting, coloring and styling hair, even on
her mother.
Originally from Detroit,
she graduated from Waynesville Heights High
School. This diva-in-waiting
started her career in cosmetology in Cleveland.
Not only does Dillard
love being a hairstylist, she

loves sitting a client down
in her chair and transforming not only their hair, but
their mind and body.
“I truly promote healthy
eating and drinking plenty
of water,” she said. “I am a
people person and being a
hairstylist is a personable
job.”
Dillard joined the royal
court in 1993. “Princess
Donna really embraced me
and gave me an opportunity, for which I am so
grateful. Shear Essence is a
very professional and family-oriented salon. I love the
ladies there and have always felt at home.”
In Dillard’s spare time
away from the salon she enjoys the beach, reading,
skating and loving on her
dog Doobie. “He is better
than a child,” said Dillard,
“because he’s obedient and
loyal.”
Dillard also enjoys eating Ben & Jerry’s Red Velvet Cake Ice Cream and
watching movies on Netflix.
This mother of two loves
the life of a hairstylist because it gives her the freedom and flexibility to live
life the way she wants to.
To give your hair the
royal treatment, call Shear
Essence at 727-328-7189
and ask for Princess Donna
or anyone of the royal
court.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for March
Mar. 17-21 - Progressive M
& E Florida State ConventionCentennial Celebration. Centennial Banquet held at the Hilton

Tampa Downtown
Mar. 18 - Church OutingCelebration/All
Centennial
choirs, ushers, officers & members asked to participate
Mar. 22 - Deaconess/ Ministers’ Wives Bible Study and
Meeting 9- 10 a.m.
Mar. 30 - Mission Emphasis
during 10:45 a.m. Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every

Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
& Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

The Community is Cordially Invited to

Our Village of Services Expo (OVOSE)
Date: Saturday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location:
Genesis Worship Center Church, 1818 29th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Free Give-A-Ways • Affordable Health Care Insurance Sign Up
Children Activities • Shop Vendors • Networking Opportunities
Food & Fun!!!
“Providing awareness of various services in our neighboring communities”

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Sun., March 23: Annual
Marriage Celebration Day.
FMBC Marriage Ministry celebrates biblical marriages at the
10:45 a.m. worship experience in

an effort to uplift and encourage
married couples. Come join us
for a special message that will
encourage your marriage regardless of where you currently
are in your journey.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. Sunday Church School be-

gins at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon and
7:00 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor,
invites you to come and share in
the study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As You
Walk With The Master Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Gospel production ‘In His Wake’
10th Street Church of God,
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church and the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority under the direction of Rosalyn Connelly and
Deana Mobley, proudly present
the Gospel production “In His
Wake” (derived from the original play In Loving Memory). The
play will be on Sat., April 5, 10:30
a.m. in the Gibbs High School

Auditorium, 850 34th St. S. This
will be the fifth year that these
churches have collaborated to
provide the community with an
awesome production glorifying
the name of Jesus. The cast includes a community of local believers who portray various
people who encountered Jesus
during His ministry and were
subsequently changed and made
whole. You will get to witness first

hand, miracles performed
by Jesus, such as His healing of
the woman with the issue of
blood (Matthew 9:20-22) and
Christ raising Jarius’ daughter
from the dead (Matthew 9:23 25). You don’t want to miss this
moving tribute honoring the life
of Christ. For ticket information
call and leave a message at : 10th
Street Church of God 727 898 9407 or 727 867 -3242.

Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

At His feet
For a certain woman, whose young
daughter had an unclean spirit, heard
of him, and came and fell at his feet
(Mark 7:25).
As I began to read through several
passages of scripture where people fell
at Jesus feet what impressed me the
most, was the fact that they all knew
who Jesus was. In Mark 7:25 there is
a Syro-phenician woman who falls at
Jesus feet for her daughter to be
healed. In Mark 5:21-24, Jarius a ruler
of the synagogue fell at Jesus feet.
Lastly, we read about the Woman with
the issue of blood (Luke 8:43).
We find examples of respect being
indicated by getting down on the
ground. At times people literally fell at
the feet of others. How many of us
have ever gotten down on the ground
and put ourselves at the feet of another
person? Not many of us can say we
have done this. Yet, this is the very
thing we find in the life of Jesus. If we
want to show respect to someone, how
do we do it?
Our culture uses a variety of techniques. We might let someone go in
front of us. Respect can be indicated
by seating placement (certain social
situations have a head table). Respect
can come in the form of words like Mr.
and Mrs. We have titles such as pastor, doctor, president, and senator.
There are cultures where people bow.
We might inform someone of a decision we are about to make and their silence can indicate respect.
Mark 7:25, describes this child as a
daughter. How often do we see small
children who have terrible problems,

such as cancer, AIDS, heart problems,
and blindness? Here is a child possessed by a demon. Satan is so cruel
that he afflicts our children. This
woman was not a Jew; she was really
outside the scope of the Lord’s ministry. Yet, the problem was so severe
and she was so desperate she came
and she begged for Jesus to heal her
daughter.
Are you facing a problem that
seems so severe and you are not sure
what to do? Then do like this woman
fall at the feet of Jesus and beg. There
are times when we as individuals, have
to let go of having it all together. It is
time for Godly women to enter into
our bedroom closet or bathroom and
shut the door. The bible says what we
do in secret will be rewarded to us
openly. Man is desperate because of
sin. We cannot solve the problem of
sin on our own. Even professional help
will not take care of sin; we need divine help.
Jesus came to provide that divine
help and our response to His salvation
should be thankfulness. The angels in
heaven even know who is in charge.
Scripture informs us that they worship
around the throne night and day crying Holy Holy Holy. If we truly realized
and understood who Jesus was, God in
the flesh, (Jn. 1:14), and who He is
now (one who has all authority, Mt.
28), we would be at His feet, which literally means a life surrendered to and
dedicated to doing the will of God. I invite you to join me at the feet of Jesus.
Peace and Blessings.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Chris ‘DJ Cutty’ Patterson

Free prom dresses available until May 3

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

elements of a perfect prom
night.
“The flowers, the limo,
the hairdressers. Those
things are essential too for
a young lady graduating
from high school and going
to her prom,” Richardson
said. “So we try to get vendors to help us out.”
There
are
prom
gowns of all shapes, styles
and colors so finding just
the right one shouldn’t be a
problem. But if there’s a
special
circumstance
where a young lady needs
an alteration, Richardson
said there is a seamstress
at their sister organization, Belle of the Ball in
Seminole, that may help
with that.
She mentioned that
they are also accepting donations of jewelry, accessories, scarves, purses and
even shoes. And every Saturday from March 22 to
May 3 between 10-2 p.m.,
they will showcase several
of the dresses outside their
mall space, “sidewalk sale”
fashion.
Not to say they have forgotten the young men.
Through a partnership
with Sacino’s, the Gathering of Women can help
male students headed to
the prom get a discount on
formal wear.
“If a young man comes
in and says ‘I can’t even afford a discount,’ we have a
relationship where they will
probably provide a free
tuxedo to some of the
young men,” Richardson
said.
This drive is only one of
several services the Gath-

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Chris Patterson’s professional name, “DJ Cutty,” is a
blend of two motivating factors in his life: being a great
barber and a salute to his love
of the disc jockey business.
Patterson’s oldest son, Courtney, came up with the unique
name that best describes the
dual roles his father has.
Patterson is a busy man
that wears many hats; from
being a master barber at
Jenn’s Sophisticated Touch
Salon, to being a doting father
to his youngest son Cadonm,
which are two full-time jobs in
themselves. But when the
sun gets tired and goes behind the clouds and the moon
comes out ready to party, he
becomes the pied piper of
music enticing people to get
up and dance.
Originally from West
Memphis, Ark., Patterson
and his family eventually settled in St. Petersburg. He
graduated from North East
High School class of 1988,
and then in 1990 he enrolled
at Pinellas Technical Education Center (pTEC) and
earned a certificate of cosmetology in 1991.
Patterson just didn’t decided to become a barber one
day, he started long before
pTEC cutting hair on the
front porch of his now deceased grandmother, Mrs.
Corene Mitchells’ house.
“She let me use her front
porch to get started and I
built my clientele base in that
house,” he fondly remembered. “I’m basically self-

taught. I did random people
in the neighborhood, friends
or relatives. Sometimes for
free to get the experience.”
He eventually opened his
own shop, Intrigue Hair Design, on 49th Street South in
1999, but it closed in 2013 because of the dire economic
conditions many of his customers were experiencing.
However, Patterson still
believes in the future and is
moving forward. “Economic
hardship is no reflection of a
person,” he stated firmly.
“I’m currently rebuilding and
eventually I’ll be able to open
my own barbershop and
salon.”
He is a hands-on single father who instills valuable life
lessons into his son. “I show
him deadbeats and tell him
this is not the way to be,” Patterson said. “I don’t hide reality. I want him to learn how
to be a man of integrity. Your
word is your bond. I want him
to be dependable and an outstanding citizen.”
Always intrigued by the
DJ and the fun atmosphere
that surrounds them, Patterson explained his meager beginnings about five years ago.
“Initially I saved up a few
bucks and put a few things on
layaway at a pawn shop. I had
cheap speakers and amplifiers and a mediocre karaoke
machine that played CDs,”
said Patterson.
Now by saving his nickels
and dimes, he boasts of all
professional equipment and
his engagements have expanded. Last Sat. March 15,
if you were lucky you caught
him at the Ultimate Game
Night, held at the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African Ameri-

can Museum.
Patterson was in the legendary Legacy Gardens and
amid the shimmering, white
lights he filled the air with
music while the appreciative
crowd swayed to the beat.
Saturday marked his third appearance at the museum, and
he is increasingly being
booked for weddings, family
reunions, anniversary, birthday parties, corporate functions and holiday events.
Providing happiness to
others was the basic ingredient for both of his distinctive
careers. He said he loves to
see people happy and having
fun. Both options are also lucrative and he likes to feel the
gratification from both elements.
“I get a lot of my humility
from my mom, Nadine Patterson,” he explained. “I want
my legacy to be that I strived
to be the best that I could be
in cutting hair, providing professional DJ services and
being a great dad.”
To contact DJ Cutty,
email
him
at
DJCutty499@gmail.com or
call (727) 239-2209.

From DRESS , page 1

ering of Women, with its 25
registered members, provides for the community.
Others include the Essay
Writing Workshops, where
professional writers help
students master the skills
of college application essays; the Roger and Renee
Education
Scholarship
Award, which are based
on area high school students’ academic, artistic
and athletic abilities as well
as other factors; the Christmas Wonderland, an annual party held at the
Harbordale YMCA for underprivileged children; and
the Men & Women of Distinction Awards, upcoming
on Apr. 13, to honor people
who generally work behind
the scenes in contributing
to the community.
Both longtime residents of St. Pete and mothers of three, Richardson
and Deveaux know the importance of a positive male
role model in a young
man’s life and are excited
about the Man Camp, the
organization’s mentoring
program for boys and
young men, ages 9-24.
“We encourage men
from the community to
come in and talk to young
boys, help them with their
education, so that the dropout rate won’t be so high in
our area,” Richardson said.
“We’re planning an outdoors activity, we’re thinking
about
hopefully
going to Raymond James
Center, having lunch, and
maybe meeting some of the
Rays.”
Deveaux added that the
mentors teach even basic

life skills that every young
man should know.
“They taught the kids
how to tie a tie, and that
was real exciting to them
because some had never,
ever done it before,” she
said.
With such varied projects, the organization is always looking for members.
“We’re a group of
women from different
walks of life, different nationalities, different professions,” Richardson stated.
“We came together to give
support to each other, and
from that we began to do
the outreach.”
It is clear they both feel
fortunate to help young
people in any way they can,
be it with a prom dress, a
party or valuable guidance.
“Live, love, learn and
serve others,” Deveaux
said, summing up her philosophy in life. “I’m a servant to the community and
I love it.”
Richardson
added:
“When I taught on a regular basis, I used to tell children they need to gain
what they can, because
what you’re gaining now
will lead to your future. In
essence, do all that you
can,” she said. “The only
thing that’s between you
and your dream is reluctance.”
Contact the Gathering
of Women at (727) 4331352 or thegatheringofwomen@live.com
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

